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REGIONAL LIBRARY CONFERENCE 


Baltimore, Maryland 
October 9-11, 1947 


The First Postwar Regional Library Conference. Planned by representatives of Penn- 
sylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, West Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Colum- 
bia. The general theme will be: The Education of This Generation. Particular sessions 
will develop the ideas contained in the following quotation: 


“In this place, we seek to educate not the next generation but this generation, the 
people who here and now have to function in the world. In this place we have and will 
continue to have books and readers not alone from the American scene but from the 
far places of the earth so that we may develop and prosper in harmony in our own land, 
and so that all nations may learn to live in peace, one with another, through mutual 
respect and understanding. In this place we preach and practice tolerance, . . . that 
positive tolerance which finds in the commingling of unlike minds and unlike cultures 
the richest and most fertile field for learning and for teaching and for living. And 
finally, in this place the mind is free to roam, free to search, free to assert; the spiritual 
arteries that flow through this body have not been hardened by the conventional and 
standardized approaches which are all too prevalent in the educational institutions of 
our time.” (Abridged with permission of Louis S. Weiss, Chairman, Board of Trus- 
tees, The New School) 

General sessions and special features with nationally-known speakers are being 
scheduled, and Saturday afternoon will be open for special interest groups. Important 
names on the program are: Dr. M. G. Reid, Vice chairman National Committee on 
Atomic Energy; Mark Starr, educator and labor leader; Leland Stowe, author; Rabbi 
Wise, author, lecturer and religious leader; Alex Crosby; Cyril Houle of the University 
of Chicago; Lowell Martin; Irwin Edman, philosopher and author. 


Representatives of P. L. A. on the Regional Conference Committee: Katharine 
Shorey, member of the Board ; Katharine Bennet, member of the Program Committee; 
Helen Borneman, member of the Publicity Committee; Clifford Wightman, member 
of the Publicity Committee, and Richard Minnich, chairman of the Exhibits Com- 
mittee. 
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EXECUTIVE MEETING 

The Executive Committee of the P. L. A. 
met on Thursday, September 11th, in Mr. 
Keator’s office at the State Library in 
Harrisburg. Eighteen members were pres- 
ent, Miss Shorey presiding. 

The chairmen of the sections gave brief 
but comprehensive reports. A general dis- 
cussion of the prospective Survey of Li- 
braries in Pennsylvania stressed the inter- 
est in this project and the importance to 
the State. The immediate necessity for 
this Survey is more and more evident. In- 
formation on the Library Demonstration 
Bill shows that while interest increases, 
passive enthusiasm is not enough. The in- 
fluence of the P. L. A. should be demon- 
strated not only as a group but individu- 
ally. The work must go forward. 

Reports of the committee working in 
connection with the Regional Conference 
disclosed a program of notable speakers 


and interesting exhibits. Plans were made 
for a P. L. A. luncheon, Miss Bennet to 
engage a speaker. 

Miss Shorey appointed as the Nominat- 
ing Committee the following members: 
Helen Ganser, Chairman, Kathryn Oller, 
Carl Hull, Frances H. Kelly, Maude Min- 
ster. 

She also appointed as a Resolutions 
Committee, Herbert Anstaett, Chairman, 
Grace Estes, and F. H. Price. 


ERIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Erie war records, painstakingly gathered 
over a period of years by both volunteer 
and paid personnel, are now deposited in 
the Erie Public Library in steel filing cab- 
inets in an easily accessible location in the 
basement. The records are on large, 
printed card forms, alphabetically ar- 
ranged, with newspaper clippings in en- 
velopes next to the cards. They are avail- 
able for use under the supervision of the 
Reference department. Inquiries from li- 
braries can be directed to Mr. William 
Bacon, Librarian. 

The records are as complete as it was 
possible to cover the story of 26,105 men 
and women from Erie County who served 
with the armed forces of the United 
States, from December 7, 1941 to January 
1, 1947. The Erie County Historical Soci- 
ety and Erie Civilian Defense Volunteer 
Office collaborated in gathering the data 
for the files. Names were secured from the 
Soldier Vote canvas of 1944, from Selec- 
tive Boards, recruiting offices, churches, 
factories, clubs, schools, and from rela- 
tives of service personnel. Newspaper clip- 
pings were taken currently from the Erie 
Daily Times and the Erie Dispatch- 
Herald. 


Seven hundred and nineteen personnel 
cards with gold stars indicate the death 
toll of service men and women of Erie 
County. The records serve as a memorial 
to these honored dead. 
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JOINT STATE GOVERNMENT COMMISSION 


SENATE MEMBERS 


Barr, Joseph M. 
5744 Kentucky Ave., Pittsburgh 
Dent, John H. 
Woodview Drive, Jeannette 
DiSilvestro, Anthony J. 
1505 S. 15th St., Philadelphia 
Geltz, James A. 
20 Linden Place, Sewickley 
Heyburn, Weldon B. 
Baltimore Pike and Brinton Lake Road, Con- 
cordville 
Homsher, Frederick L. 
136 West Main St., Strasburg 
Kephart, A. Evans 
1220 Girard Trust Building, Philadelphia 
Letzler, A. H. 
822 Eliza St., Houtzdale 
Snowden, John G. 
325 Grampian Boulevard, Williamsport 
Tallman, O. J. 
2710 Allen St., Allentown 
Taylor, M. Harvey 
2226 North Second St., Harrisburg 
Walker, John M. 
605 Hulton Road, Oakmont, 
County 


Allegheny 


HOUSE MEMBERS 


Andrews, Hiram G. 

115 Main St., Johnstown 
Bower, Adam T. 

138 ‘Bainbridge St., Sunbury 
Brown, Homer S. 

744 Anaheim St., Pittsburgh 
Brunner, Charles H. y 3 

506 Hamilton Street, Norristown 
Ewing, Edwin C. 

118 Marlin Drive West, Mt. Lebanon 
Fiss, Ira T. 

Shamokin Dam 
Fleming, Robert D. 

212 Emerson Ave., Aspinwall 
Hewitt, Earl E., Sr. 

1020 Philadelphia St., Indiana 
Lee, Thomas H. 

1 Lothian Place, Philadelphia 
Lichtenwalter, Franklin i. 

Center Valley 
Readinger, Albert S. 

1722 Olive St., Reading 
Royer, Baker 

228 W. — St., Ephrata 
Sorg, Herbert 

431 N. Michael St., St. Marys 


NE ey Weldon B. Heyburn 
Secretary-Treasurer 
jiehiow seaieaas Franklin H. Lichtenwalter 
General Counsel .....5s0000% Guy W. Davis 
Capitol Building, Harrisburg 

Resident Secretary ..... Lloyd D. Stambaugh 
Capitol Building, Harrisburg 

Administrative Asst. ... Antoinette S. Giddings 
Capitol Building, Harrisburg 
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ERIE BUDGET 


During a year when slashes were made in 
practically every department of the 
School District under which the Erie 
Public Library operates, the Board of 
Trustees was gratified to be granted its 
1947-1948 budget request in full, includ- 
ing additional money for salary adjust- 
ments. 

The budget as finally adopted totals al- 
most ninety-one thousand dollars and 
covers outlay for books, repairs, mainte- 
nance and operation, custodial salaries 
and salaries for library service. 

In line with the amount granted to pro- 
fessional teachers in the district, the bud- 
get includes a $300 adjustment increase 
for all full-time professional personnel. 
Full-time sub-professional and clerical 
personnel receive an adjustment increase 
of $180. Both increases are in addition to 
the usual $50 annual increment, and 
$200 special increase granted previously. 
Custodial personnel receive an 8 per cent. 
increase, and all part-time workers share 
pro-rata in the increases for their grade. 

The revised salary scale in operation as 
a result of the new adjustments, pays 
$1,405 to $1,830 in clerical positions, 
$1,530 to $2,180 in sub-professional 
grades, and $2,100 to $3,200 for profes- 
sional assignments up to and including 
department heads. 

Wiiuram Bacon, Head Librarian 
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY 


In cooperation with the Exhibits Com- 
mittee, Miss Catherine Butler plans a 
Friends of the Library display at the Re- 
gional Conference in Baltimore, and in- 
vites any library that has a Friends of the 
Library Group, to be represented at this 
exhibit. Any printed material, posters, by- 
laws, or any other matter of interest, 
please send direct to Exhibits Committee, 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore 3, 
Maryland, attention of Miss Catherine J. 
Butler, before October 8. 

If Friends of the Library plan to attend 
the Conference Miss Butler would be glad 
to schedule them at the Exhibit. 


SURVEY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
LIBRARIES 


The following Resolution was introduced 
into the Senate by Senator Homsher and 
passed without objection on May 26, 
1947. 

“Whereas, There are approximately 
2,900,000 citizens of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, or 30% of its total popu- 
lation, that do not have access to free pub- 
lic library service; and 

“Whereas, Free public library service 
in Pennsylvania has not kept pace with 
other educational services, and great in- 
equality of educational opportunity ex- 
ists; and 

‘Whereas, The Pennsylvania Library 
Association has long recognized this situ- 
ation, and in the hope of remedying the 
inequalities needs the services of an ex- 
pert, authoritative and governmental sur- 
vey that may involve recommended fun- 
damental changes in the basic library 
laws and financial theory of support; 
‘therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That the Joint State Gov- 
ernment Commission is hereby requested 
to make a complete study of public li- 
brary services throughout the Cormmmon- 
wealth and to report and recommend to 


the next regular session of the General As- 
sembly such changes in the legal struc- 
ture, organizing, supervising, and financ- 
ing of such services as are desirable to 
promote the establishment of additional 
libraries, and the adequate maintenance 
of all public libraries throughout the 
Commonwealth.” 


The Joint State Government Commis- 
sion represents both houses of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and carries on its work be- 
tween sessions. It has completed many 
noteworthy studies and we hope that it 
can be impressed with the necessity of 
making this public library survey a major 
item in its 1947-1949 program. The Asso- 
ciation’s Legislative Committee, or a 
special survey committee, must be active 
throughout the next biennium in promot- 
ing this survey and in giving as much 
guidance and aid as the commission will 
accept. 

Report of the Legislative 
Committee 
Ratpo Munn, Chairman 


TRUSTEES ASSOCIATION FOR 
PENNSYLVANIA 


It has long been felt by the librarians 
of Pennsylvania that a state association 
of our trustees, meeting together and talk- 
ing over library affairs, would be a very 
valuable thing from all points of view. 
This year at Baltimore it is hoped that a 
beginning can be made on this program, 
and each librarian is urged to make what- 
ever contribution he can to the promotion 
of the plan. 





In the Wilson Bulletin for June, is an 
article on “The Value of a Survey,” sub- 
stance of a talk by Emma V. Baldwin at 
the New Jersey Library Association con- 
ference, held at Buck Hill Falls, Pennsyl- 
vania, March 22, 1947. If there are any 
doubts in Pennsylvania about the import- 
ance of a library survey, here is a ready- 
made argument for one. 
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CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF 
HOMESTEAD 


At the Third General Session of the A. L. 
A. Conference in San Francisco, July 3, 
Carnegie Library of Homestead, in Mun- 
hall, Pennsylvania, received an Honor- 
able Mention for outstanding library pub- 
licity during 1946. Awards were based on 
scrapbooks submitted, and this year there 
were forty entries from twenty-three 
states. 

The competition, known as the John 
Cotton Dana Publicity Awards Contest, 
was sponsored by the Wilson Bulletin and 
the Public Relations Committee of 
A. L. A. 

The material presented by the Car- 
negie Library of Homestead showed evi- 
dence of close association with profes- 
sional groups. 


Vacation Reading Club 

For several years, the Carnegie Library 
of Homestead has had a Vacation Read- 
ing Club for boys and girls during the 
summer months. This is, primarily, a 
Reading for Fun Club, but it is also a pro- 
ject intended to broaden the “book hori- 
zon” of every member, and through the 
“Friends of the Library” a wide selection 
of approved books is ready for the con- 
test. 

Small note-books with bright yellow 
paper covers are provided for the children 
to keep a record of “Books I Have Read.” 
Registration consists in writing the names 
of the boys and girls in their own partic- 
ular copies, and for records at the desk, 
the note-books are arranged alphabet- 
ically and kept in a convenient file. Once 
a week, the names of Vacation Reading 
Club members who have just registered 
are given to the Librarian for publication 
in the local newspaper. 

Each child is encouraged to tell the 
librarian something about each book he 
has read, and when he wants to report a 
book, he is required to write a book re- 


view including the author’s name, the 
title, and a summary under “What I 
Think of the Book.” The library assistant 
who has heard the oral report, signs her 
initials to approve the written report. 

After reading five books, the child wins 
a button which reads, “I belong to the 
Library Reading Club.” At the time the 
Library Button is awarded, he is also 
given a cut-paper cow-boy pin on the bul- 
letin board. A colored star for each addi- 
tional book reported continues his record, 
and for every five books, a special award 
indicates his progress: a sombrero, a 
neckerchief, or a lariat. 

Children are keen competitors, and day 
by day they add up their credits and ad- 
vance to higher positions and awards. 

Attractive certificates, embossed with 
the official seal of the library, and signed 
by Mr. H. G. Mcllvried, President of the 
Board of Managers, Mr. Robert Urqu- 
hart, Chairman of the Book Committee, 
and Miss Catherine J. Butler, Librarian, 
are awarded to all who read ten books, 
and for every five additional books, a 
gold star is pasted on the certificate. 

At the end of the summer, all members 
who have read ten books or more are en- 
tertained at a party—a Summer Festival 
given by the Friends of the Library. 
Games and singing follow the presenta- 
tion of the certificates and special book 
marks are given to members whose read- 
ing records have been outstanding. 

Station WJAS in Pittsburgh gave a 15- 
minute radio program to the story of the 
Vacation Reading Club this year. The cir- 
culation of books in the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Room not only doubled, but indicated the 
extent to which the children have learned 
to use the library. 

Perhaps most encouraging of all, the 
pupils from the fourth to the ninth grades 
in the Munhall School’ District are al- 
lowed additional school, credit for sum- 
mer reading. This cooperation between 
school and library brings benefits not only 
to the students, but, in untold ways, to 
teachers and librarians as well. 
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P. L. A. MEMBERSHIP 


Miss Janette Woolsey, Chairman, and 
Louise Wheatley, of the Membership 
Committee report that the total number 
of members of the P. L. A., September 
5, 1947, was 890, of which 168 are new 
members. This shows an 18 per cent. gain 
in membership this year. Of the 205 insti- 
tutional memberships, 17 are new, a gain 
of 8 per cent. 


COUNTY LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


More than one hundred librarians from 
all parts of Pennsylvania attended a 
County Library Institute held at the 
Pennsylvania State College on July 24. 
Miss Inez Crandle, Librarian of the Shaw 
Public Library, Clearfield, was general 
chairman of the meeting, and Miss Nancy 
Leavitt and Mrs. Mildred T. Schiele took 
active parts in planning and arranging 
the program. Miss Anna E. Malone, Li- 
brarian of the Agricultural Library at 
State College arranged the afternoon 
panel discussion. 


The morning program consisted of two 
talks—“County library service from the 
ground up,” a report on the development 
of County Library Service in Adams 
County, by Miss Kathryn Oller, the 
Librarian; and “What can we do about 
the other fellow?” by Miss Margaret Mc- 
Fate, Librarian of the Middle School 
Library, Girard College, Philadelphia. 
The latter was a talk about a recom- 
mended list of children’s books concern- 
ing various racial and religious groups in 
the United States, and people of other 
lands, useful in combatting prejudices. 
Mrs. Cecilia K. Walker, Librarian of the 
Somerset County Library, made some in- 
troductory remarks relating to the after- 
noon panel, which was a discussion of 
“The Needs and Possibilities in the Ex- 
tension of Library Service in the Small 
Towns and Rural Areas of Pennsyl- 
vania.” William R. Gordon, Professor of 
rural sociology extension, State College, 


served as chairman of the panel which 
brought together for exchange of opin. 
ion a rural minister, a schoolman, a librar. 
ian, a county commissioner, a grange 
member, a county agricultural extension 
service agent, and a rural citizen. 

Of the twenty-five counties having 
county library service, fourteen were rep- 
resented by county librarians and trus- 
tees. Bookmobiles from Bradford, Clear- 
field, Clinton, Huntingdon and Monroe 
counties were on exhibition. 

Elsie Singmaster was introduced as a 
special guest and spoke all too briefly, 
stressing her association with the Adams 
County Library and her interest in the ex- 
tension of county service. 


COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS 
AND CERTIFICATION 


The P. L. A. Committee on Standards and 
Certification met in Harrisburg on April 


Fourteen certificates were issued and 
several grades raised. 

There are in Pennsylvania a number of 
librarians holding provisional certificates. 
All librarians holding these certificates 
and librarians whose years of service or 
additional library credits make them eli- 
gible for higher grades, should send their 
records to Evelyn L. Matthews, Secretary, 
Box 128, Clark’s Summit, Pennsylvania. 

Librarians who have not been certified 
in Pennsylvania, and who would like to 
be, should send in their applications be- 
fore the Baltimore meeting, when there 
will be another meeting of the committee. 

Since the reorganization of the com- 
mittee in 1937, 889 certificates have been 
issued, and of these, about 400 are Life 
or Grade “A” certificates. 

While this is a good record, the com- 
mittee feels that if all librarians eligible 
for Grade “A” certificates would make 
application for certification, it would 
raise the standard of State librarianship 
and add to the present total a figure of 
which the P. L. A. could well be proud. 

Evetyn L. Matruews, Secretary 
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RESOLUTION 4 
(ON COUNTY LIBRARIES) 


The Pennsylvania State Association of 
County Commissioners, at their Philadel- 


phia Conference, September, 1946, 
passed this resolution : 
“Whereas, educational and _recrea- 


tional reading are important factors in 
promoting health, happiness and prosper- 
ity of our citizens, and effective enemies 
of many: social ills such as juvenile delin- 
quency; and 

“Whereas, the free public library is a 
major agency in promoting education 
and recreation through books and read- 
ing; and 

“Whereas, the County is an ideally 
sized unit for the administration of free 
library service, especially in rural and 
other book unserviced areas; therefore be 
It 

“Resolved: That the Pennsylvania 
State Association of County Commission- 
ers go on record as endorsing the general 
plan of an expansion of state-aid to the 
system of County libraries covering the 
State of Pennsylvania.” 


ADAMS COUNTY FREE LIBRARY 


In Gettysburg, the weekend of September 
5,6, and 7, the Pennsylvania Country Life 
Association held its annual meeting, de- 
voting a large part of the program to a 
discussion of county libraries, what they 
can do for rural people, and how they can 
be attained. The Adams County Free Li- 
brary’s bookmobile was on display, and 
its use demonstrated. The Library had, 
also, an exhibit of pictures, pamphlets 
and books depicting the services of the 
county library. At the meeting on Friday 
night, the two films on county work were 
shown—“Library on Wheels” and 
“Treasure Within.” Kits were distributed, 
giving information on how to organize a 
county library. 

One of the features of the exhibit room 
was an exhibition of the various phases of 


rural life, an attractive, revolving display, 
lighted electrically. 

Other counties may be interested in 
having this display, and if so, it can be bor- 
rowed for transportation costs. Arrange- 
ments can be made through Mr. Austin 
McBride, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania. 

The film “Library on Wheels” belongs 
to the P. L. A. It can be rented for $2.50 
plus transportation costs. If interested, 
write to Miss Kathryn Oller, Librarian, 
Adams County Free Library. Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. 


NORTHEASTERN DISTRICT 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The first annual meeting of the North- 
eastern District Library Association was 
held at Marywood College, Scranton, 
May 26. Mr. Arnold W. Rosaaen, Librar- 
ian of the Albright Public Library, Scran- 
ton, spoke on “Tentative County Library 
Planning.” Miss Grace W. Estes, Librar- 
ian of the Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes- 
Barre, conducted the business meeting. 
The Nominating Comittee reported that 
Miss Evelyn Matthews had agreed to ac- 
cept the Chairmanship, Miss Myra L. 
Williams was named the Vice Chairman, 
and Mrs. Mary Kramer, Secretary. 


MANUAL OF PROCEDURE 


At the December meeting of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the P. L. A., when Mrs. 
Williams reported on the work of the Pro- 
cedure Book Committee, it was agreed 
that one hundred copies of the manual 
should be mimeographed. 

At the September meeting of the Exec- 
utive Committee, the mimeographed 
copies were distributed: Manual of Pro- 
cedure and Code for Sections and Com- 
mittees of the Pennsylvania Library As- 
sociation—an excellent piece of work, and 
a credit to the Committee, and to the As- 
sociation. 
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S. 48—H. R. 2465 


The federal Public Library Service Dem- 
onstration Bill will be voted on in the 
U. S. Senate early in January, 1948. Pros- 
pects of enactment are good, but senators 
and congressmen want to know profes- 
sional and lay sentiment. You can help. 
Work. Talk. Write! 

The Pennsylvania Country Life Associ- 
ation is the most recent organization to 
endorse the bill. 

Joun H. KNICKERBOCKER 
Gettysburg College Library 





Officers of the Special Libraries Coun- 
cil of Philadelphia and vicinity recently 
elected: 

President—Helen M. Pyle, Wyeth In- 
stitute of Applied Biochemistry. 

Vice-President—A. Jeannette Thor- 
oughgood, Wilmington, Delaware, Free 
Institute. 

Secretary—Rebecca K. Bonner, Phila- 
delphia Textile Institute. 

Treasurer—Mrs. Lucile T. Caldwell, 
Philadelphia City Planning Commission. 





Two attractive reading rooms in the 
Citizens Library, Washington, Pa., were 
formally opened for use, June 17th. The 
Reference room serves as a memorial to 
Lloyd R. Martin, killed in action in Ger- 
many. A bronze plaque bearing his name 
will be placed in the room. 

The Friends of the Library Association 
furnished the new Periodical room with 
lamps and lounge chairs, racks for cur- 
rent newspapers and magazines, and new 
oak furniture. Books which had been pur- 
chased in memory of Mrs. Edward Weyer 
were on display for the first time. 

A fund to be known as the David H. 
Swart Memorial Fund has been created 
by Mr. Swart’s will for the future erec- 
tion of a library “plain and substantial in 
design, of the best quality and mate- 
i 


To Miss Reed, former Editor of the 
Bulletin, who has accepted a position in 
Hudson, Ohio, as Librarian of the Hud- 
son Library and Historical Society, the 
P. L. A. extends best wishes for every suc- 
cess, and a thousand thanks, accumulated 
over the years. 





School librarians of eastern Pennsyl- 
vania, please note that the third annual 
School Library Conference will be held 
April 9th and 10th, 1948, at State Teach- 
ers College, Kutztown. 





The James V. Brown library, Williams- 
port, recently designed a series of exhib- 
its to suggest careers for graduating stu- 
dents and for veterans who might be plan- 
ning college courses. One of these exhib- 
its, the final display, inspired by Com- 
mencement, is featured in the Wilson Bul- 
letin for June as “Display for the Month.” 
The photograph shows dolls representing 
the baccalaureate and graduate degrees 
conferred by 24 different American col- 
leges and universities, with an overhead 
scroll carrying this brief quotation: 

“The important thing is not so much 
that every child should be taught, as that 
every child should be given the wish to 
learn.” 


MISS EVELYN L. MATTHEWS 


The many friends in our Pennsylvania 
library world, wishing to recognize in 
some small way the long years of service 
Miss Matthews has devoted to library 
work in the state, and yet realizing that 
such service cannot be estimated in any 
set figures nor rewarded in any tangible 
way, sent her, with the gift of a check, an 
expression of the high respect and love 
all librarians feel for her. 

Miss Matthews wants to thank every- 
one, and the “Thank you” comes from an 
overflowing heart. 

















